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1904 “Animals are 
to be used in the 

proper work of the 
lab, but anything 
which inflicts pain 
upon them will not 

under any 
circumstances be 

allowed.” 
Director, Hygienic 

Laboratory

1912 
Hygienic 

Laboratory 
renamed 

PHS

1950 NIH issued 
Rules Regarding 

Animals

1954 Rules 
Regarding 

Animals revised 
as NIH Manual 

1966 Public 
Law 89-544

Animal 
Welfare Act

1971 NIH Policy, 
Care and Treatment 

of Laboratory 
Animals

1973
Expansion 

of NIH 
Policy to 
1st PHS 
Policy 

1978 Guide 
revision 5th ed

1979 PHS Animal 
Welfare Policy revised 

PHS Assurance required

1983
IRAC

1985 Guide
revision 6th ed

1950
Animal 

Care Panel

1953 IAR 
established in NRC

1930 NIH 
established

1954 NIH 
Policy, Care, & 
Treatment of 

Lab Animals for 
PHS funded 

activities

1974 OPRR 
established

1965 AAALAC 
incorporated

1982 
Trans-NIH

CC

1956 IAR 
renamed 

ILAR

1967 ACP 
renamed 

AALAS

1971 USDA 
promulgated 

Subpart F 
(stolen animals)

1974
PRIM&R 

established

1979
FDA GLP 

became law

1976 FDA 
proposed 

GLP

1985 HREA 
passed by 
Congress

1979 USDA 
promulgated 
Subpart E (ID 
of animals)

1984
1st SCAW 
Baltimore

1983
MOU 
NIH

USDA
FDA

1982
1st PRIM&R 

IACUC Meeting 
Boston

1984 FDA 
proposed 

amendments 
to GLP regs

1984 US 
Government 

Principles 
promulgated

1985 AWA 
Amendments 

passed by 
Congress

1986 AWIC 
established

1986 Report of AVMA 
Panel on Euthanasia 

1986
PHS Policy 
revised to 

include HREA

1987 FDA 
Final rule 
amending  
GLP regs

1989 USDA promulgated 
Parts 1 &2 (regulations) 

implementing 1985 AWA 
Amendments

1990 OPRR established 
Animal Welfare Division

1991 USDA promulgated 
Part 3 (standards) 

amended Part 2 Subpart A 
(licensing) & Subpart D (AV 

& adequate vet care)

1990 USDA promulgated 
Subpart B (registration) 

Subpart C (research 
facilities)

1992 Animal 
Enterprise 

Protection Act 
passed by Congress

1996 Guide
revision 7th ed

1997 NASA 
Principles for 

the Ethical 
Care and Use 

of Animals

1998
1st IACUC 101 

Boston

2000 OLAW 
established

2000
ICVAM

2000 Report of AVMA 
Panel on Euthanasia 

2002 AWA animal 
definition modified 

to exclude rats, 
mice, birds

2002 
MOU 

NIH VA

2002 PHS Policy 
modified JIT

2006 Animal 
Enterprise 

Terrorism Act 
passed by Congress

2007 AVMA 
Guidelines on 

Euthanasia

2010 Guide
revision 8th ed

2014 ICARE 
established by NIH
USDA FDA NSF VA

2014 NIH USDA 
establish VVC
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